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Premature 
babies make 
their mark 


Sherita Holden 


Join the March of Dimes 
on Nov. 13 as they celebrate 
their 70th anniversary with 
“National Prematurity 
Awareness Day.” 

The March of Dimes is a 
national charity health or- 
ganization whose mission is 
to improve the health of ba- 
bies. Their fight for preven- 
tion of premature birth de- 
fects and infant mortality 
began over 6 decades ago 
when its partnering team of 
researchers discovered the 
polio vaccine. 

The program has success- 
fully implemented massive 
international immunization 
programs and is a major 
supporter of newborn health 
screening. The health 
screenings are conducted 
With just a simple prick of 
the heel that alerts health 
care providers of uncommon 
health conditions that could 
jeopardize your baby’s life. 

According to Bernadette 
Bitting, director of the North 
Louisiana State Chapter, the 
prematurity rate in north- 
west Louisiana is especially 
high. 

“Here, 1 out of every 4 
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Derick Jones 


Most people recall the 90s and think of bad hair, bad clothing, and bad music; so why have 
bad website? For years, this university has had the same mundane website with little or no 
many special effects. No offense to the webmaster but change needed to 
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Check out our new look! 


Tradition 
goes out the 
window 


Jennifer Cook 


Faces are changing here 
at LSUS, and many may re- 
semble the likes of your par- 
ents or grandparents. 

LSUS is a growing school 
with many of the students 
being “nontraditional” stu- 
dents. A nontraditional stu- 
dent, as defined by Mickey 
P. Diez, dean of Enrollment 
Services and Registrar, is 
“any student over the age of 
6 Sa 

The registrar’s office re- 
ported numbers of 3,960 
students being enrolled in 
the fall 2007 semester. Of 
these students, 1,458 are 
nontraditional. That means 
about 37 percent of the stu- 
dent body are nontraditional 
students. 

One of these students is 
Jeff Morlock, a 49 year old 
senior, history major. Mor- 
lock retired from the mili- 
tary and was looking for 
something to do. 

While he “tends not to go 
to Spring Fling and Fall 
Fest,” he enjoys the overall 
atmosphere that LSUS has 
to offer. 

One reason he might en- 
joy it so much is because his 
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From classy to trashy, 
Kentwood superstar 
does it again 
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Editorial Policy 
The information presented in this publication by no means reflects the opinions 
of the administration or staff of LSUS. The Almagest seeks to provide informa- 
tion for the LSUS campus and community; to involve students, faculty and staff; 
and to provide a public forum for ideas as guaranteed in the First Amendment of 
the Constitution. Comments and complaints are welcome and should be ad- 
dressed to Chris Gray, Editor-in-Chief. They must be accompanied by your full 
name and e-mail address. 


Letters Policy 
Letters to the editor are encouraged. However, the staff reserves the right to edit 
letters for clarity, length, and content. Any letter submitted by a club or organi- 
zation must be signed by all members of the group or by the group's president. 
Letters should be e-mailed or submitted to the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 
p.m, on the Friday preceding the Thursday publication date. Please type the let- 
ter and include your classification and major. The Almagest reserves the right 
not to publish submitted materials. Obscene, libelous and anonymous letters 
will not be printed. 


Editorial 
Who is Pete? 


Justin Tison 


While LSUS students can now officially welcome the newest member of the student 
body, our mascot Pete, I could not help but wonder who is inside the costume. When were 
the tryouts for the new mascot, who attended these tryouts, and who received the nod to 
lead fellow students in grand expressions of Pilot pride? Some of these questions remain 
unanswered due to tight lipped security as to who the actual person inside of Pete might be. 
There were few answers given and these led to more questions. One rumor says “It is a 
girl” while another says it is the former mascot of our local arena football team. Granted, 
the UC admits to not having a lot of time between getting the mascot costume and being 
able to host tryouts, this belies the fact that only a few students expressed any interest in 
donning the mantle of Pilot cheer leadership. Joseph Pearson told me that there would not 
be a student inside the pelican for Midnight Madness and there had not been a choice made 
regarding a student suiting up as Pete in the near future due to a lack of time and an appar- 
ent lack of interest on the part of students. 

I feel that the notion that this student body is so disconnected that becoming the focal 
point and emotional leader of Pilot spirit to be something that no one is interested in to be a 
serious knock on and wake up call regarding student involvement at this university. The bell 
still tolls for any student or students willing to lead us in cheering on our sports teams and 
university as a whole, as they are actually looking for two students to share the task of 
inflating school spirit. All interested students need to contact Kimberly at the UC to receive 
more information about tryouts and to sign up. She is onthe second floor of the UC or can 
be reached by telephone at 797-5393. Even if you, yourself, are not interested in becoming 
the mascot mention it to a fellow Pilot who you may think will be right for the job. 


Opinion 
Colbert unfit for Commander and Chief 


Katie Bickham 


| understand the bitterness that most of my peers and indeed a large portion of American 
citizens feel towards the federal government and the current presidential administration. I 
also understand the need for young people to have a voice and to be taken serious in politics, 
especially during election years. I believe that young people are actually discrediting them- 
selves with support for our newest presidential candidate. 

My peers seem to be determined to make fools of them. Certainly, it is funny and novel 
for Stephen Colbert to actually run for office. It is decidedly not funny that he is being tak- 
en Seriously. I was shocked to realize how much sincere support this man has garnered with 
the youth of America. Recently, a Facebook group was created to support Mr. Colbert’s at- 
tempt at office. It is officially the fastest growing group in the history of the website. 

What I don’t believe my peers realize is that Mr. Colbert is running for office for one pur- 
pose and one purpose only: to show that American citizens are so shallow and politically ap- 
athetic that we are willing to elect celebrities to run our nation. By electing him, citizens will 
have spent their votes only to reinforce an extremely expensive punch line. Citizens will 
have proven that they are moronic enough to praise celebrity over the serious and grave well- 
being of their nation. In short, Stephen Colbert is making fun of you. And you are encour- 
aging him. 

I sincerely hope that before my peers step into the voting booth they will reconsider their 
responsibility to their country and to their fellow citizens, not their responsibility to be "hip." 
I hope my peers realize that this will affect them directly. I hope that my peers will not make 
fools of our generation by allowing this to happen. 

If you are unhappy with the way the country is being run, hold a protest. Go to law 
school. Run for office. Volunteer. Join the military. Join the Peace Corps. Please do not 
make a mockery of this country which, at this point in its history, is in great need of inspira- 
tion, not of comic relief. 
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CAMPUS BEAT 


SOC monthly meeting to be held 


Devin White 

The Student Organization Council is holding their monthly meeting tomorrow at 12 p.m. 
in the UC Webster Room. According to Kimberly Thornton, assistant director of the UC, the 
SOC holds meetings on the first Friday of every month. 

“We send an e-mail out to all the student organizations on the list,” said Thornton. 

As a student organization, The Almagest never received any notification of this meeting. 

After checking campus calendars and dissecting the LSUS website, the Almagest found 
no mention of these SOC meetings. If the student body newspaper isn’t even “in the know” 
about the SOC meetings, what organizations are? 

It was the “Stall News” that informed the Almagest of the meeting, and now, the staff will 
attend this Friday’s SOC meeting for the first time this year. During SOC meetings, repre- 
sentatives from all student organizations on campus are to attend and discuss their organiza- 
tion or club’s upcoming events. The meeting provides students with an opportunity to mix 
and mingle with other groups as well as a chance to get ideas and information for our student 
news organization to share with students, faculty and staff. 


Bringing hispanic culture to LSUS 


Leslie Rodriguez 


Don’t miss Lillian Bruce- 
Novoa Moskeland today at 
10:30 a.m. in room 103 in 
Bronson Hall. 

She will be presenting the 
3rd lecture of the foreign 
language colloquium series 
“women’s participation in 
Pre-Colombian American 
creation myths.” 

You can also catch the 
spectular Mayan presenta- 
tion “El Popol Uuh” at the 
university center on Nov. 
LOth at 7p.m. 


Check out the 
poems online at 


Wwww.myspace.com/almagestisus 


ies us with YOUR story ideas, we 
want to know what you want to 


Derick Jones/MG/OC 


Police now armed 
with radars 


Evan Robertson 


Now is the time to get to 
class early; speeding on 
campus will no longer be 
tolerated by the LSUS Uni- 
versity Police. According to 
the campus police, increased 
traffic on streets around 
LSUS has led nearby resi- 
dents to use our roads as a 
cut-through between Youree 
Drive and Kings Highway. 
The University Police have 
reportedly clocked speeders 
at speeds as high as 60 miles 
per hour-in a 25 mph zone! 

“Safety on campus Is one 
of the University Police's 
primary missions. We have 
experienced several acci- 
dents with vehicles hitting 
trees, light poles, and unfor- 
tunately, a bicyclist,’ said 
University Police Chief Re- 
becca Chiles, 


“Over the summer, we 
have acquired the radar units 
and all our officers have at- 
tended a Louisiana POST 
certified course on radar cer- 
tification,” said Chiles. 

These speeding citations 
will in no way increase 
school funding. These are 
state of Louisiana violations 
punished in state courts (in 
this case, Caddo District 
Court). With this new equip- 
ment and training for our 
University Police, driving on 
campus will be safer for 
those of us who follow the 
speed limit; but for those of 
you who don’t, you have a 2 
week grace period before the 
University police will begin 
issuing tickets for speeding. 


Thursday, | November 2007 
4 


‘he lbmagest 


LSU 


Vv 


BABIES cont’ 


children is born premature- 
ly,” Bitting said. 

Unless the health disor- 
ders are properly diagnosed 
and treated early, they could 
lead to other severe effects, 
such as mental retardation 
and even death. 

You can help the organi- 
zation in its continued effort 
to accomplish its mission by 
volunteering with your local 
chapter or donating towards 
their cause. Bitting said 87 


TRADITIONAL cont’ 


sophomore daughter attends 
LSUS as well. They can be 
found catching up with each 
other over lunch during 
common hour. 

While Morlock may not 
be your normal student, he 
said he does not feel out of 


‘cents of every dollar goes di- 


rectly back into the commu- 
nity. Funds help the organi- 
zation provide support to 
families in the neonatal in- 
tensive care unit (NICU), as 
well as a vast number of oth- 
er services. For more infor- 
mation on how you can help, 
contact Mrs. Bitting at (318) 
869-0400 or log on to 
www.marchofdimes.com. 


place. 

Traditional students 
should take a look around 
and embrace these “nontra- 
ditional” students. We might 
even learn more from them 
than our professors. 


Encore, encore, encore 
Sherita Holden 


...iS what you'll shout as 
you applaud LSUS’ own, pi- 
anist, LaWanda Blakeney, 
Ph.D., during an upcoming 
performance Tuesday, Nov. 
6 in the UC Theater. 


Come and show your sup- 


port at 10:30 a.m. as we host 
a mini-recital featuring guest 
cellist, Paul Christopher, vis- 
iting from Northwestern 
State University, Natchi- 
toches, La. 

Blakeney has been an in- 
structor at LSUS for several 
years. She has achieved 
high recognitions as an ac- 
companist for several choral 


groups and served a tour of 
Australia with the Shreve- 
port Chamber Singers. 
Christopher is assistant pro- 
fessor in Lower Strings & 
Music Theory at NSU and 
has made several appear- 
ances with big name record- 
ing artists, such as Faith 
Hill, Bruce Springsteen and 
George Strait. 

Don’t miss out on this 
spectacular musical ensem- 
ble. This free event is open 
to the public and is being 
sponsored by the Noel 
Memorial Library. 
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SGA Forum 


Joe Hayes 


SGA Presidents have been fighting for a longer common hour since at least 2002. As each 
President was elected, we took up the cause for our students and tried to get the common 
hour extended. Several weeks ago I sent a letter to our Provost and the Council of Deans 
asking them to take another look at the common hour extension. I took my turn and present- 
ed what I felt were some compelling arguments for the change. Last week I received word 
that Dr. Mills and the Deans Council have presented a schedule to the department chairs for 
comment that includes not only a 70 minute common hour, but also a total revamp of the 
class times! 

This is by no means a done deal. There are still many people who will need a chance to 
look at the schedule before it becomes a reality. 1 want to thank Dr. Mills and all the Deans 
for listening, and for taking the issue up and proposing a new schedule that will help to meet 
the needs of the students here at LSUS. 

Even so, the schedule could still be better, and I’d love to see a new schedule in place for 
the fall of 2008. This week I'll be presenting the proposed schedule to the SGA for their 
thoughts. If you would like to see the proposed schedule first hand, feel free to stop by our 
meeting this Thursday, common hour, in the Webster room of the UC. If I don’t see you ; 
there, I’ll see you in class. 
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November ZO 
The Strand Theatre 


Tickets at the Box Office, Tickets.com or 
($18) €&6-8555 or (S0G) 3135-c57S. For discount, please 
show valid student ID. 8555. 


LEW nent 


Groups of 20+ call ($18) <e6é-S¢ 
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS FAIR 


The American Red 
Cross will provide: 
Pnemonia Shots - $25 
Flu Shots - $15 


(both are free to Medicare B 
participants) 


Thursday, November 
8th 
9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
UC Ballroom 


FREE & 
open to the 
community! 


American 
Red Cross 


Date 


11/12/2007 


*UT at Tyler 


*Texas College 


Date 


11/24/2007 


11/28/2007 


11/12/2007 


11/15/2007 


12/14/2007 


12/15/2007 


Ray Cole, 


Spanish Freshman 
JAX: 7 NO: 33 
LSU: 41 BAMA:1!4 


ee 


Ashton Smith, 


History Junior 
JAX: 14 NO: 28 
LSU: 24 BAMA: 21 


Lady Pilots still have hope 


Last Saturday, the LSUS 
Lady Pilots soccer team lost 
the GCAC Championship ti- 
tle by a score of 6-1 to #13- 
ranked William Carey Uni- 
versity. The game was 
played at the WCU Soccer 
Complex in Hattiesburg, 
Miss. 

The Lady Crusaders came 
out early on the offense, 


Dezi Mitchell 


scoring two goals within the 
first five minutes of play. 
Natalia Nino scored the first 
goal within the second 
minute of play and Aimi 
Beresford scored again three 
minutes later. 

Rachel Alexander cut the 
lead in half when she scored 
in the 24th minute. However, 
it wasn’t enough as Shannon 


Steffan regained the Lady 
Crusaders two-goal lead. 
Linda Garcia and Jeana Er- 
ickson also scored goals for 
Carey. 

By advancing to the 
championship game, LSUS 
clinched a spot in next 
week’s Region XIII Tourna- 
ment. 


The LSUS men’s basket- 
ball program has joined with 
Teamline to broadcast live 
audio of Pilot games on the 
internet. Teamline will air 30 
LSUS games starting with 
the matchup against South- 
west Assemblies of God 
University in Waxahachie, 
Texas on Saturday night. 

"] am extremely excited 
about our being 


games 


Jennifer Cook, 


PR Junior 
JAX: 14 NO: 28 
LSU: 2! BAMA:7 


Rod Dragon/Photograher 


Pilot’s basketball live on the net 


Dezi Mitchell 


broadcasted over the internet 
this season,” said head coach 
Chad McDowell. 

“With our fan base grow- 
ing each year, this is some- 
thing that our program has 
needed to do for a couple of 
years now,” said McDowell. 
“There are a lot of friends, 
family, and fans of the pro- 
gram that do their best in 
following the Pilots, and 


Henry Moore, 
Grounds Supervisor 


NO: 21 
BAMA:10 


JAX: 14 
LSU: 17 


these internet broadcasts 
will give them that opportu- 
nity.” 


To listen live, log on to 
the LSUS Athletics website 
prior to the game’s listed 
start time. There will be 
links to the broadcast avail- 
able on the athletics home 
page as well as the men’s 
basketball home page. 


Chris Sander, 

PR Senior 

JAX: 28 NO: 35 
LSU: 18 BAMA:10 


LSU ‘he Almagest Thursday, 1 November 2007 if 


ENTERTAIN MEN T 


TPS ATERAP 
Chris Gray 


“Saw IV” is the continuation of the maniacal character Jigsaw 
and his reign of tortuous terror. These movies have never been my 
favorite or even ranked in my top ten but they have contributed to 
the horror genre. This film is full of gore and story. One of the only 
down falls of the film was that I felt as if | were watching an hour 
and a half episode of Crime Scene Investigators (C.S.1.). The story 
was deep, and the twists were enormous. The one thing I can give 
the movie credit for was being grotesque yet not overly graphic 
compared to the previous films. 

Director Darren Lynn Bousman (“Saw II”, “Saw III’) can not direct human beings; the 
only thing he excels at is the ability to make scenes terrifying and scary. The cinematography 
and scene setup out set the film aside from normal horror films. The lighting made a scene 
look and feel like something out of a horror comic making it visually tantalizing. I never felt 
any of the character’s pain and suffering. Some of them I could not wait to see bite the big one, 
because they were such terrible actors. Lyriq Bent (“Saw IT”, “Saw III’) was one of the worst 

actors in recent cinematic history. In fact, this guy ranks right up there with Peter Fonda. 

“Saw IV” is not a character driven film, but if you are looking for blood, guts, and a deep 
entwining story, then this is a must see this season. 


Drugs, sex, and rock & roll: 
The VooDoo Music Experience 


Ben Escude 


This past weekend the unthinkable happened. The instance occurred in front of around 
100,000 people. On-lookers were shocked. Two bands, Rage Against the Machine and the 
Smashing Pumpkins, who have been broken up for years, played on the same stage at the 
VooDoo Music Experience held in New Orleans. 

In 2000, Rage Against the Machine broke up, but at the music fest, any onlooker could- 
n't tell. Lead singer Zack de La Rocha was in perfect form for every song they played with 
his smooth hip-hop lyrical ability combined with the metal voice change Rage fans have 
come to expect. Lead guitarist Tom Morello blew minds with his progressive funk/rock/rap 
style using his skills to mimic a DJ spinning beats. 

The same goes for the Smashing Pumpkins who sounded the same as they did when they 
broke off the scene in 2000 as well. Billy Corgan looked like his usual vampiresque self, 
but that was not why the people were there. They came for the music and were not 
disappointed. Hearing favorites such as “Today” and “Cherub Rock” was an amazing expe- 
rience. When Corgan went for his acoustic guitar, there was a surge from the crowd that 
could only mean one thing, “1979” was about to be played. At the end of the show, Corgan 
taunted the crowd to his left for being so quiet and lethargic during the show asking if they 
“were too high” or if there was an “opium den hidden back there,” before praising the right 
side for “rocking out all f*****g night.” 

Both bands seemed to share the thought that a hurricane could not kill New Orleans and 
that it was back and better than ever. Politically charged messages dealing with reconstruc- 
tion and the fact that the city has been left to fend for itself flowed from all performers 
throughout the weekend. 

The weekend in music not only added to my birthday experience, but enabled me to 
watch part of my life chronicle before my eyes through music I’ve listened to since I was 
five. Follow the festival god’s advice: “worship the music.” 
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Pelican Briefs 


Follow Fola 


Fola Hammones 

Last week, I was stressed with tests, work and life’s little 
headaches. I was feeling under the weather. The dizziness 
and nausea crippled me in my tracks. As a result, I had a di- 
abetes test done to check if I have the early signs of 
diabetes. In earlier articles, I’ve mentioned different health 
problems and factors that run in my family. I felt it was nec- 
essary for me to have a health check up. 

At my last doctor’s visit, I discovered I had lost 21 
pounds total in the past year. My nurse practitioner, Kelly, 
gave me congratulations on my weight loss. She also told 
me the reason why I feel the way I do is because of stress 
and maybe a virus that is going around. I was elated to hear 
her positive feed back. I was not so happy about the virus 
comment. 

There are a few warnings she has for me: 1.) Keep 
hydrated. The lack of water in your body will disable 
anyone if there is a depletion of fluids. 2.) Do not over due 


the workout. If your body can not handle advanced exercise, 


find another form that is more comfortable. These helpful 
hints can help me listen to my body. In turn, my body will 
thank me. 


Healthy drinks for your intake: 


isit us for all your iliness, 
ccines, flu shots, lab serv- 
ices and school physicals. 
9 office visit if paid at the time of service. 


Special : Flu Shots $20 Cash Only 


Movie night: 
Ratatouilli 
11/3 @ 6:00 p-m._ 
UC Theater 


Movie night: 
Freedom Writers 
11/8 @ 7:00 p.m. 


11/13 @ 10:30 a.m. 
UC Port Stage 


Overtime Party 
UC lobby — 


Casino Night 
11/15 @6:00 p.m. 
UC ballroom 


Movie Night: 


Live Free or Die Hard 


sii @ 10:30 a.m. 
UC Lobby 


11/29 @ 6:30 p.m. 
UC Ballroom 


Ask your Co-Pilot 


Dear Co-Pilot 


I know this is off the wall, but do you think that my low- 
ered GPA this semester has anything to do with my in- 


My advice to you is to seek physician guidance through 
rehabilitation programs if by chance you’ve gone that far. I 
admire that you’ve stepped up because the first is admitting 
you have a problem. Like marijuana, alcohol consumption, 
all night partying, and over-nighters are all contributing 
sources to the stress of individuals. 

Now usually, subjects like this don’t get brought up too 
often, at least not in a student e-mail, but don’t worry — this 
is completely anonymous on both of our parts: Obviously, i 
you’re a part of the work force or you’re a student, it’s hard 
having time for yourself. Coming home at night and in- 
dulging in certain activities is all well and good, as long as 
there is balance. Step back and think 18 What you want real- 
ly what you need? If smoking a joint deters you from main- 
taining a good GPA, then by all means stop puffing and 
snuff it out. Everyone is responsible for their own actions. I 
your illegal past times are going to get in between you and 
that A+, then don’t do it. 

School is of course a very important part of life, especial- 
ly if you want that career you've been working,so,ha 
Hopefully in your case it’s an easy decision on how to map 
out your day and make the right choice. If you’re slacking 
and you need help, try calling the Alcohol and Drug Addic- 
tion Coalition, located at 2000 Fairfield, at (318) 222-3273. 


Anchors Away, 
Your Co-Pilot 


Your questions count! E-mail the 
Co-Pilot at almagest@Ilsus.edu with 
questions, comments, and anything 

you'd like to hear answered! Your 

opinions matter! 


